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RE-IMAGINING AND RE-ENGINEERING ARMADA WAY
CITY CENTRE SUDS ON AN EPIC SCALE

Martin Ivatt
City Centre Programme Director
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A new strategic role for Armada Way SN
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A new city centre - opening day! S
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The size of 5 tournament tennis courts O
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A place for people = d
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Significant new green infrastructure SN
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Cyclists and pedestrians at its heart SN
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Cycling expectations and awareness SN
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SUDS network overview
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The rill relies on gravity to supply and recirculate
irrigation water to green areas and trees.

[~

Bioswales (vegetated channels) and raingardens
take surface water runoff from paths, reducing
flows in the existing combined sewer.

Rill water is filtered by reed beds, with overflow
connection back into rill.

Rill takes surface water drainage from central
and cycle paths.

Rill discharges into new, below ground drainage
system and tanks, which allows for water to
be recirculated.

Bioswales and raingardens connected to tanks
which allow for recirculation and extra water
storage during extreme rainfall events,

Perforated pipe within raingardens will fileer siles
and contaminants to clean surface water runoff
before entering the drainage network.

During regular rainfall, rainwater will be held
in the rain gardens and seep into the ground,
reducing flows into the new system and
reducing flood risk.

Heolding tank — rainwater is pumped from here
to the top of the rill. UV filters within tanks
provide secondary cleansing of surface water.
Any overflow from this tank is directed to
downstream sections of the new system if the
tank is full.
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Significant underground infrastructure SN

CITY COUNCIL




OFFICIAL

Educating users of the space

A MORE LIVEABLE CITY

The landscape has been remadelled to
ereate accessible and usoablo spaces.
There is space for families, including
children’s play, as weell as smaller;
landscape spaces.

Tho naw liyout s 2 strang contral
promenade and cycleway which
supports healthior ways to tavel
from the north of the city centre
to the Hoe in the south.

TREES

Ground conditions here were
challenging. As a result of the post-war
clearance where dabris was crushed,
compacted and covered by a concrate
shab, chere was little soil available and
bedrock close to the surface, Significant
ground improvemants were made to
ensure the new: trees had adequate
root infrastructure, giving the trees a
secure and healthy future.Vhere trees
are planted in arcas of hardstanding,

a system of cell crares lies beneath

the surface to direct roots away from
the surface.

Following feedback from local
environmental groups, we selected

a diverse mix of trees. These were
chosen for their ability to respond
well to climate change, resistance to
disease and to support biodiversity

in the city centre.

The trees include Field Maple, Alder.
Himalayan Birch, Red Maple, Scots Pine,
Love Tree, Turkish Hazel, Maidenhair
Ginkgo, Hornbeam Carpinus, Callery
Pear Pyrus. All the trees are linked to
a system of irrigation pipework that
plugs into the recycled water used in
the cancral rill. This is controlled by
valves and timers to ensure the water
is only used when needcd.

L od

b=
PLYMOUTH

GRASSLANDS, WILDFLOWERS
AND PLANTS
Wildflewer turf has been plantad to
add bursts of colour and importantly,
help our pollinators by providing over
50 flower spacios. Further south are
overal lawn spaces beneath trees for

5
use by visitors and residents of the city
bird boxes have

contre. Bug hotels an:
baeen installed throughout Armada Way

to encourage wildlifc.
Arsund 15,000 plants, from grasses and
clipped hedges to flowcring percnnials,
have been planted into Armada Way,
offering year-round colour.

PREVENTING POLLUTION
AND FLOODING

Beneath the earth s a new sysem

of storm water drainage which takes
water away from the ald, combined
sewer system.

This ereates capacity in the combined
system for future city growth and
helps guard against localised floading,
reducing the possibility of pollution
events which may affect natural
watercourses, rivers and Plymouth
Sound.

Water that falls on hard surfaces is
directed into features such as the
central rill, rain gardens and tree pits,
where it can be used to feed the
plants.Water not used makes its way
through a series of pipes to join the
new storm drainage network before
being released at a much-reduced rate
inte the combined sewer system. Reed
beds provide natural filtration for the
water so that chemicals don'c have to

be used.

ARMADA WAY

Sustainable Urban Drainage

PLYMOUTH

SITY CoUNEIL

“The rill relies on gravity vo supply and recirculace.
irrigation water o green areas and wees.

Bioswalos (vogetated channels) and raingardens
ke surfac watar nunoff from paths, reducing
flows in the existing combined sowor,

Rill water s filtered by reed beds, with overflow.
connection back into rill.

Rill takes surface water drainage from ecntral
and cyele paths.

Into new, below g

i
system and Ganks, which allows for water to.
ba recirculated,

Bioswiles and raingardens connected to tanks.
wehich altaw for recirculation and cxira water
storage during extreme rainfall events.

Pecforated pipa within raingardens vl fiker siks
and contaminants to clean surface water runoff

before entering the drainage network.

During regular rainfall, einwater vill be held
in tho rain gardens and seep into the ground,
reducing flows into the new system and
reducing flood risk.

Holding tank — rainweater 1§ pumpod from hers
t0 the top 6f the il UV fltars within tanks
prowide secondary cleansing of surface water,

Ay verflaw frem this tank is directed to.
dowhstream sectlans. of the new systom f the
tank is full.
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KEEPING IT RILL:

Some important housekeeping
about Armada Way




OFFICIAL

SUDS features — Rain gardens O

CITY COUNCIL




T - 4 L T ]
i 4 N f Ty
i R [ _ " gl

=siebi} '} = I .

b '- o B |I L WL - > . - !.'-

Ny e . | S S =
£ o i i —-— -
5 — . _— -
y i

NP o e b A Fa S il 5 B R ikl . L.
o SR ey ?l'-. ¥R S TR TR S M e Y SR e b TR TRl B ?‘.-+..."I' e B,
I.. = ..II.I'h .II|.lh 4 n = E :|. s . R Lyl RS -' N i '-I.-. o - r.l- v I" tﬂ: i Y - ¥ S Iﬂ '."lr'; ﬁl; :ﬂi{r L

B o B g

11 I"".“ -.l ‘--.
" |I~ i 1 .

E’!l-: e e & "

w i [ 3 . B B "1' 4

p

I ¥




OFFICIAL

SUDS features - Rill and reed beds O
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SUDS features - Solar canopies S
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Armada Way : Catalysing Growth O
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WEEKLY FOOTFALL FIGURES

e 2024 2025  w— 2026
350,000

300,000
250,000
200,000
150,000
100,000

26/01 23/02 23/03 20/04 18/05 15/06 13/07 10/08 0O7/09 0510 0211 3011 2812

Figures supplied by MRI OnLocation for Footfall Analytics
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Come and join the
conversation today
on Armada Way
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Armada Way : Catalysing Growth O
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P I_Y M O UT H This site is allocated within
the Joint Local Plan (JLP),

THE REGENERATION OF ARMADA NORTH REPRESENTS 0ﬂe"ng d,eyelopment
A TRANSFORMATIVE OPPORTUNITY FOR DEVELOPERS, Oppoﬂl,lnltles that ex‘tEIId
BREATHING LIFE INTO AN EXISTING MASTERPLAN VISION THAT o
WILL HELP SHAPE THE FUTURE OF PLYMOUTH CITY CENTRE. beyond the footprlnt of the
This ambitious project aims to deliver design concepts, laying the groundwork existing b“ildings.

hundreds of new homes, promating for the next phase of development.
vibrant urban living and driving

meaningful, long-term change in A number of key priority sites have
the heart of the city. been identified as catalysts for wider

regeneration. The proposed demolition
While formal planning permission is still  of outdated structures is intended
pending, initial feasibility assessments to unlock the full potential of the
have already been carried out. land, paving the way for high-quality,
These early studies provide a clear sustainable development that aligns
outline of the vision, including indicative  with the overarching masterplan.
dwelling numbers and preliminary

Consideration is being given to the Complementing these plans are the city centre, the Armada North site is
potential use of the car park rear of ongoing improvements to Armada Way,  strategically located adjacent to this
Mayflower House, exploring how this part of a major £50 million regeneration  revitalised green link—an ideal setting
Elena Muncey, Principal Surveyor (Strategic space can contribute to the delivery initiative focused on transforming to deliver a connected, dynamic
Projects) at elena.muncey@plymouth.gov.uk of the JLP's strategic objectives and the city’s public realm. Situated on urban community.

enhance the overall vision for the area.  the primary corridor leading into the

Great South West Housing Investment Oppartunities 2025
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Restoring Plymouth’s confidence

‘City can

be proud’
of Armada
Way revamp

‘COME SUMMER, IT WILL BE A
SHINING EXAMPLE OF RENEWAL'

By ALISON STEPHENSON

PLYMOUTH'S giant Ragship project
to improve Armada Way has been a
Tong time coming and full of contro
ersy but come the summer [ believe
it will be one that the city can be
wightly proud of.

1t may look like a huge building

nel and that light is going to \huu
wery brightly indeed,

Armada Way was a critical ele
ment of the rebir th of Plymouth after
the blitz of World War Two, a wide
ceremonial and direct boulevard

s new period
of optimism with huge investment
indelencean new homes, Arada
‘Way is at the forefront again a

much
scheme to bring it back to e is big

Le ne children's laughter

he dancing

climb in the wooden boat and giant
dodecahedron and marvel at the
of the butterflies and bees
on allthe wild flowers.

The play S0 extensive it has

‘s even going o be changing
rooms as it will be hard not 1o get
weet with all the wate play
The one kilometre route has so
muich... green lawns, entertainment
spaces include un amphitheatre

hlocal acts ar

eat your lunch and
even  undercover
areas when it rains.
Power sources in
ds at the

that  everyone

tion, with
but also nature, so cruc
wp city which will see thousands of
new homes in skyscrapers in- the
future.

1 huge focus

The topiary London Planes whch
wil grow together ina year or two
toform a canopy over one of the

many seated areas

But Aq.. ally it
below the surfa
urban drai

with a sustainable
e system where mas

sive underground storage tanks fill 4

with rainwater. The water will be

Council leaders st
Plymouth'’s time ]ms
come and Armada Way

could indeed be the
catalyst for it all
Alison Stephenson

recirculated
und
Armada Way

through a rill

and trees. Excess water is

released into the combined sewer

system slowly so potent

the Sound during
d

Armada Way is setto
impress when t's all
unveiled in the summer

Consteycting the

ey b Dllnthr
(AL

beauty stakes.
not yet had a glimpse of

ha
) the phoenix fountain sculpture, a

mable creation replicating the one
that was put there after World War
Two (o mark Plymouths rebirth. Its
yin the making,.. watch this

p

The scheme has quality written all
aver i, Take the paving... seven cen
timetres of granite si
reinforced concrete
words of the project x
“should not be going anywhere for a
long time”

‘That means no more breaking up

 ongoing maintenance  budget &

Hardwearing corten steel has g

been used for the edges of the

es a contrast 0 the stone
time this will be softened when the
hedges grow up.

il 1o last” is how city leaders
have described this Herculean
ject but unlike some public re
schemes in the past, there will be

keep it looking pristine.
Inafewmonths time 1 think Plym

outh fumilies will fock o Amada

Way and businesses will start 10 see

a revival 2
edge are the vision and
afe cult ex the ney
planted topiary LoLlol|Planes.
All the 180 new trees are chos)
with the right plant right place pr
ciple and designed 1o be there
gencrations. We jusp-Uneed a bif
patience and wgsd Nything

o /=

The sun oftd £ p/a Ptymod
sibocgh e NaAen & o
while. Council leaders say Ply
outh's time has coGy)and Arma)
Way could indeed atalyst
itall

PLYMOUTH

CITY COUNCIL

Plymouth shopping mall bought
by global investor thanks to
Armada Way revamp

Council eredits £20m regeneration for attracting imestor

000

m By William Telford Senior Reporter and Business Specialist
106:00, 05 Jun 2025

# The Armada Centre (Image: File image)

Plyrmouth’s huge Armada Centre mall has been bought by a global
investment company with the council saying it was attracted by the
£30m Armada Way upgrade. London-headquartered asset
management leviathan Schroders has snapped up the 3%-year-old

building but the Erice it Eaid is being kept cnnﬂdentral.

Two key buildings purchased for
homes

By Alison Stephenson | LDRS reporter |

Fo Add a m prafered

Tuesday 5th August 2025 11:30 am &F soures an Gosgls

Leave a comment

news@middevonadvertiser.co.uk

flower House and the former Salvation Army building Congress Hall will be demolished and apartment blocks
will take their place (Alison Stephenson)

TwO large redundant buildings in Plymouth’s Armada Way area have been bought by
Homes England as part of a vision to create 10,000 homes in the city over the next
decade.
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